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Habitat destruction, chemical con-
~ tamination by weaponry, and accel-

erated desertlflcatlon due to ve-

hicular travel are among the dangers

to blrds and other wildlife cited by
blologlsts concerned about the

~ impacts of war on Iraq s fragile bird
: populatlons Mlhtary conflict and
_-'actmty over!ap some Important Blrd
: . Areas—those pfaces gwen conserva-j:

~ migratory birds. A full assessment of

~ Irag war has yet to be undertaken,
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tion priority by BirdLife International
because they contain key habitat
and sites critical to regional and

the ecological devastauon of the
but in February a team of eig'ht-l'ra'qi_' G

'bidl"dgists was to begin a six-month
survey of all the Important Bird
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